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Globalisation presents many 

opportunities … 

. 

 



Kwame Nkrumah, 1967 

“The restoration of Africa’s humanist and 

egalitarian  principles of society calls for 

socialism” 

 

“True economic and social development 

cannot be promoted without the real 

socialisation of productive and distributive 

processes” 

 
 

 



Nkrumah (cont.) 

The diverse social, political and economic 
policies of African states today  makes 
African Socialism meaningless 

 

Traditional  African society is fetishised  as a 
classless society imbued with the spirit of 
humanism.  However, it was neither classless 
nor without social hierarchies 

 

The task is not to recapture traditional 
African society 

 



Nkrumah (cont.) 

Defeat of colonialism  and neo-colonialism ”will 

not result in the automatic disappearance of 

imported patterns of thought and social 

organisation” 

 

“In socialism, the principles underlying 

communalism are given expression in modern 

circumstances” 

 

Socialism is not spontaneous and has to be 

based on principles of socialised production and 

distribution 
 

 



Attempted Alternatives 

Patrice Lumumba:  

 “The resources of the Congo must benefit 
the people of the Congo” 

 

Tanzania’s Ujamaa villages 

 

Frelimo in Mozambique 

 

Thomas Sankara in Guinea Bissau 

 



Samir Amin, 2002 

 

“The so-called marginalised countries are 
in fact the super-exploited and therefore 
impoverished countries, not countries 
located at the margin of the system” 

 

 

“All developed countries have been built 
historically as auto-centred economies” 
 

 

 



Samir Amin, 2002 

The real question  is not to which degree 
are regions integrated into the global 
system but in which way they are 
integrated 

 

Features like the corrupt political middle 
classes, the lack of economic direction 
and the tenacity of rural community 
structures were forged in the colonial 
period – and perpetuated under neo-
colonialism 
 





Samir Amin, 2002 

“The collusion  between the African ruling 

classes and the global strategies of 

imperialism is therefore the ultimate cause 

of the failure” 

 

African liberation movements shared a 

modernist version of independence, 

modernisation of the state and 

industrialisation as the central goals 





Samir Amin, 2002 

“The neo-colonial plan for Africa is indeed 

the worst pattern of integration in the 

global system”. It undermines Africa’s 

ability to meet the challenges of the 

modern time. 

 

Alternative auto-centred development 

requires dramatic changes at various 

levels  



Alternatives for Southern Africa? 

The ANSA Initiative: 
 

 Learning from history:   

  Overcoming the enclave economy 

  Fighting for economic, political and social rights  

  Countering de-mobilisation 

 

 Being radical and practical 

 

 Broad engagement 
 

 Building on existing struggles (connecting the dots) 



ANSA’s 10 point strategy 

At political and social level, a people-led 

strategy (as opposed to IMF-WB-WTO-

donor-led). 

 

At the economic level, an alternative 

production system, one that is based on 

domestic demand and human needs, the 

use of local resources and domestic 

savings for autocentric development 

 



ANSA Strategy 

Grassroots-led regional integration (as 

opposed to the current fragmentation of 

the region by the Empire). 

 

A strategic, selective delinking from neo-

liberal globalisation and preparing for 

leveraged negotiated re-linking in a 

restructured and transformed global 

production and distribution system.  

 



ANSA Strategy 

An alternative policy on science and 

technology based on harnessing and 

owning the collective knowledge and 

wisdom  

 

A strategy of alliance and networking with 

national, regional and global progressive 

forces   

 



ANSA Strategy 

Politically governed redistribution of the 

wealth and opportunities from the so-

called formal sector in society to the 

informal sectors  

 

Women’s rights as the basis for a healthy 

and productive society  

 



ANSA Strategy 

Education to address the needs for 

sustainable human development, and to 

improve the technical and managerial as 

well as research and development skills of 

workers and those directly in control of 

matters of production and governance  

  

 



ANSA Strategy 

Mass mobilisation and visible 

demonstrations, and open hearings, in 

support of the evolving ethical and 

developmental state, are seen as 

embodying the democratic strength of the 

society, creating a dynamic, participatory 

and radical democracy  



A luta continua… 


